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Their
country was
the cradle
of Scotland

by ALLAN DOUGLAS

wlTHIN what is now the North Knapdzle parish of Kll-
michael- Classz-y where MacTavishes once abounde
stood Dunadd — the stronghold believed to be fhe
capital of an:leni' Dalriada.

Every szhoolbny kmows Dalriada as the first kingdom of the
Scms Dalriada in Argyll in the sixth century eame

gnms from " Seotia,” early name for Ireland.

A fnolpnnl in stone, 2 cup hewn out of roek, the sculptured
figure of a boar — ali combine to suggest Dunadd as a
e:remnmzl place for the inauguration of the Dalxlndic

And so MlcTMshss an ciaim at least a territorial connection
with the very cradle oi Seottish civilisation,

NOTE: Research has shown that some statements are inaccurate. For example,
the motto means, Do Not Forget. MacTavish is older than given here.

The name MacTayisn Is generally
regarded as an amﬂmsatum of
o name, ** is,”
Which has an ‘association wmx
Thomas and with the Lowland
8 name Tammas  (aften
shorténed to Tamy, e fact
that. mans ‘y Argyll MacTavishes
changed their name to Thomp-
son and Themson-agdds eredence
to this belief,

“son

upart from the
whose membersnlp mcludes p -
sens of the name Thomson.

I was @ part of the grear Clan
Chattan * federation, and was
situated principally in Glenshee,
Perthshire, with MacIntosh and
Farquharson connections.

INLETS
Could It then be thar MacTavish
tomes from the Norse word
“Tabh," mruun: i lul\n inlet
or fiord of th ' ord
early. found ts way into Gaelie;
and Tavish could deseribe. one
who lived along such as
or hlu, the opposite of me “hill
el

MacTav] ish would then come from
“ MagTabhais,” meaning " son of
the inlet-dweller."
Whatever the derivation of the
name, the clan are snld to take
their ‘descent {rém

Tavls avis.
second son of Sir Colin f’nmb« mnald MeCawis—deseribed

bell of Lok Awe, the tHird

Cumpbell..

Bir aUn mavried . daughter of
Suibhne, Lord of Knapdale and
‘Thane of Glassory; and _so

ancestry, Mae-

Tavishes may trace their pes

‘e lntn the

unphellx nroll(ea grnllv \n
when K

b
The C:
1480
EUQ

n Inlet He aiterwards

o us.
forget.”

year fhat Sir Colin Campbel),

Fisst laird of Glarmrquhly,

acquired the four marklendl
Inverneill and Knapdals
nxéhmgul ﬂmae

lands for property in rth-
shire; wlm:h may xtcaounl tor
the appearances of  Mac

Tavishes in that area.

Th early iecords, the neme took

Siich ‘strange forms as MacCaus,

Mm:tawu. MacKavis and Mac: HA

as
“gon _of Duncan " is on vecord
in 1480 s being 2 Crown tenant
of @ poriicn of the lands of
Md!&lulls‘ Whuh lly in Bread-
albane. He ocoupied grounds on
lha south ciﬂen‘l shore of Loch

realms_ of lnli- Kﬂt}'rie. on fhe nxrthslde of the

och, was zlso let to Donald Mac-
‘Tavish; but” byuxuemwl
ssion of

posse:
Donald’s death is meum
148¢ in the *“‘Chronicle DX

wKilmory

tba Pones kn!Qﬂ st
MacGregor, and by the
vicars of ancient Fortingali, The

account says Donald died “in

the Crag" vlbn:h ‘probably

means he met death 0 Craig-

chailliach, a 2990-foot peak in

the north eastern plﬂ of what
Killin Perish

hich today is a ham-

t in Kenmore Parish, Perth-
shire, a few miles morth east of
Killin Doy s

3
for we find they left the south
slda of Loch ’I‘ny. setuling even-

in Glen Quajch.

ly
~The cres;rsi bur: hcad. ‘ﬂl7 'm- «hiels of the Clan MncTayish
Let

HISTORIAN
Thl Rev'Somerled MucMillan, the,
Palsle; nlslorlnn and_bard of

Clan MacMillan, has mauﬂ thc
mrfrmsh al lefs in his * F
lleg of Khapdale" John M:
Tadleh, 15t of Dun u'dl .
ceived « feu charter

muu from the L‘nl of Argyll.

: dnlh accurred before June
IE. 1647; and his successor was

is son, Dugall, 2nd of Dunar-
diry Dugall, however, held the
lands only a short time for he
dled in October of the same

p.mr:. who succeeded his father,
3rd of Dunardary and was
kd a sasine fnr the lm
’hwhb lands.  John, Patrick's
heir, died in 1633 and was suc-
ceeded by his son, Archibald,
Sth ox Dunlrd
T On the e was lawfully
recogni l&d s father’s heir,
Ammnald mixned the lands in
* favour of John, his eldest son.
Jnhn married a MacNeill and
a family of four sons inclyd-
|ng Donald, his heir; Archibald,
Hugh and Dugall, A Knapdale
tradition clnlms that Dugall, a
vassal of Azgrll, was Dedged
{rom the battlements of Caynas-
sary Cagfle in 1686; but Mr M
Millan disproves this, for it
on record that IDhigall dmd
peanofully ot nunumm, Knap-

L2 in 1677,

Dauila ’7|h chiet, had his lands
Torfeitad £o¢ s part In the
nmouth Rebellion of 16¢

ds  were  later

e
testored to him.
was_about this time that the

Tayside MacTavishes left Glen
Quaich and settled at Errichel,
near _Aberfeldy. A document
signed by m first Earl of
‘Breadalbane, of Glencoe

' side ‘by side

ABOVE: The
fown of Loch-
g:lphud near
eountry.
EIGHT. The
eolours of the
MacTavish tar-
tan are red,
black and |
azure. H
mm-eu was for years in the
one of these
E'Hche] MacTavishes. Brown
with age, it promised Breadal-
ne's the
2acTavishes as follows:
Wi 1 find by old

papess that_ the Wack Cavishes
have had your depnmduhcn upou,
my predscess
they being Eesicous 1o eonlln c
in the saie condition, therefore
T shall continue to you us my
By 018 we}e 1ul lnwnlnulnnd
protectifz you in all your Iav-
ful  affams, . . Signed,
Hreadalbare
Thére is also a tradition of one
Err!chﬂ MacTavish, known as
“The Litths Arther.“ who could
line a standing past with arrows
ﬂ'w the ground
upwards.
Tenth chief w3 Lachlam Mae-
Tmsh, Wwho seems o have been
difficulties, selling
hls Pproperty to Manx-Genua]
John Campbell of Barbreck. H
died in 1195 m Edinburgh. HE
heir, Dugald, became a Writer
to the Signet in 1813

-PROSPEROUS

His son, William, weni to Canada

with the Hudson Bay Company

lnd the family beeame mvsm‘
ous in that country.

Another MacTavish had less good

fortune there, This was Donall

ber 29, 1814, gives am secount
of his dsath by drowning. He _
was on X expedition s
Naorth merica  “for the
putpose of establishing 2 con-
nection ‘with  China  the
account explah

His last remng piur Gape Dis-
appointment,

‘While MacTavish is a distinet clan,

CLAN SEPTS

MACAWS, MACCAWIS,
AVISH, VISH,
CAVISH, MACKAVISH,

THOMPSON and THOMSO!

1
e |
&

l

the name often appears as a seRt
of Clan Campbell.



