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Dear Madam, : S ;

sl

" Mrs. Macleod, of 149 Maryland Street, Winnipeg, has been writing to me
regarding Fhe claim of your son, J. W. Mactavish, to be Chief of the Tlan _
Mactavish, and from what she tells me there should not be much difficulty
in meking out this claim. What you should do is %o make out a table g
something like the enclosed, showing the conuectioh by males up to the

__ancestor and down again from William Mactavisi, the last Known Chief, who, I

“understsnd, died in 1870, putting in, @o°far as you know them, oocupations, ——
residences and dates of birth, death and marriages, and the names of the wives

of each member. You should then 'put a number against each man in the pedigree
beginning with William as No. 1, and upon separate sheets of paper numbered %o
agree with the name of each male member of the tree give me a list of the w

__ evidences for the facts so fars as you know them in relation to each of the
* _nunbered men im e pedigree. Primarily the evidence would be birth,

marriage and
that these a

ertificates or Wills or Marriage Oontrmt_lmﬁf,
unebtai e in

fensive to get, take a long time to find, and indsed are g |
ts of Canada for a period like'a hundred years. I am,
however, duite re accept other documents, such ‘as family letters, of which
Yrs. Macleod has tries in family Bibles, and the signed statements or

¢ arations of d members of the family, uncles, aunts, great-uncles, great=
aunts, old cousins and so forth if you have got them, and if any of them are

in a pesition to make a stafement as to what some previous member of the family

said to them, I could take such statements into consideration.

. The legal position, as repeatedly affirmed by Lyon Court ‘and laid down by \/
the House of Lords, the ultimate tribunal of the whole Bmpire, is that the

unguestionable evidence establishing a person so be chief of the clan is
TsucGession to the unGirierencsd arms and relagive 21 jen=28—evOLY e
o shizld dewdee-upon the bamner o = : > i
e LNe Lesb for peing Cnief of the Mactavishes is to establish a right
to the arms recorded in the Public Register of All smms and Bearings in Scotland
on 17 April 1793 by Lachlan Mactavish of Dunardry. /

m The fees due
oof of H.l. Ex

Chief of the Mact
be paid by the Clal

Ly the British Government and payable to the Lyon Clerk for e
aer upon making up progress of title to the ams of the

& is £12.-.6. There is no reason why this should not
Gtavisih or the Clan Mactavish association, as the British
Coverrment is not irWerested in who pays the fees, prqvided they are paids

On the othergaand the petition must come from the psrson who claims to be the

Chief, that i€ $ son J. W. Mactavish, and the Lyon Glart will pay not
attention to anything done by anyone else, such as the clan or clan sociciy,
because everything depends upon the Chief himself, who stands in the shoes of
the patriarchal father of the Mactavish community.

A
There is nothing derogatory in having the fees paid, indeed in a recent
instance, where the Gordon Clan's Aboyne Highland Gathering wished the Chief

i vc his stendard properly worked oiifsand recorded »s an addition to his

1 , made the petition and the standdrd appropriate fo him was duly awarded
by decrse of Lyon Court, but it was the Aboyne Highland' Gathering C ifitee
that paid the cost of the Government dues upon the confirmation of the &
standard, In that case the cost was about seventeen guineas because there were
supporters involved, but, as already indicated, £12. -.6. will be the sum
exigeable in the case of the Chief of the Mactavishes' matriculation.

The £12,-.6. only covers the verbal decree and record with an unilluminated
Extract of Matriculation on parchment, To include the smallest form of shield
would involve a painting charge of two guineas extra, and a fully illuminated
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N : Patent making the grant of supporters, and the proceedings would cost
about £51 instead of £12.-.6. - £18., I do not know if either fou or
the clan society will wish to pay so large 2 sum, but of course if it
is desired, I shall be quite happy to make a grant of supporters; though
it is not necessary for a Chief to have supporters unless he wants them.
The shield and the flag arising out of the shield are the ‘basie machinery
by which a Chief operates his clan, both in:peace and war, and as we see,
all that is necessary to make up progress of succession to those arms into
k& the person of the present Chief is to get them rematriculated into his own
] “paiié in Lyon Register, o that (a) bis oharacter of Chief may be legally
i legally placed in possession of the machinery for opsrating, by seal and
Y banner, the position of Chief of the Clan. : ' '

} _"l

Since Dunardry is now gone, 1 would propose to recognise your son in
the name of "Mactavish of Mactavish and Dunardry® and he would thereaf ter
 sign himself "J. W. Mactavish of Mactavish ," and use the words "Mactavisk -~
© of Maetavish® as his surname in all documents or lists where "surname" has ‘\/
e behe RTINS ed. : Fees S 2o ‘

L3

- I do not think your son should attempt to come over to Scotland for
the Clan Relly next summer. - In his state of- health 4t would be a risky
‘and painful journey, which I:do not think would have“any commensurate
= result.~ The btf?arr course would be for him, once he has got his position
‘legally esteblished, to execute a commigsion in favour of your younger som,
kB junior brother, to appear for him asVCommander of the Clan MactavishM
T and to display his banner. I can ea: ily send in due course a draft of a
e suitable comnission for your son %o issue in favour of his brother, and

such a thing was frequently done in the past in the.case of Chiefs who were
e in bad health; or- ~ he proper ‘term for the commissioner is, as I .
%ﬁ adid. " 2) { Al oo S s e : ,,_ = :
i = g—— Jﬁ&:{.:*l ?4 ks, Lo T e ﬂ-_l:“:-=77 5 l
;;;, = g e ) CONY 1is ‘te tO" }ii—'IA'S,. Macl'é%j E‘Jﬁ!ﬁ#ﬂﬁliiﬁi = s
i Wil . : My Ways in putting tocother the evidence, and =
- indeed supplying some of the material, and she knows a lot about Willism -
JMactavish, the Chief in 1845 and 1670, I do not think, 4therefore, that
Bs. = much expense will be involved in establishing your son's claim.
;‘ L » = :
: Mrs., Mactavish, . g 0/ /V =S eadey /”,,_,

207 London Street, Ak 7"" : > , ' :
.‘ Sherbrocke , Quebec; - - : : : =
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