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THE SEPTS OF THE HIGHLAND CLANS 301

(8) MacTavish, Thompson, etc.—The MacTavishes, Tawessons,
Thompsons, etc., are said to derive their origin from Taus Coir, an
illegitimate son of one of the Lords of Lochow, who lived in the days of
King Alexander II. Henry White (‘““ Fionn ”’) said :

Many of the Argyllshire MacTavishes now make Thomsons of them
selves, while others are known as Tawesons. The surnames, MacLehose
and MacLaws, are regarded as corrupted forms of Mac-Gille-Thomais—
son of the gille or servant of Thomas. There was a strong colony of
MacTavishes in Strathglass at an early period.

But these repudiate dependency on Clan Campbell, and MacTavish
of Dunardrie is chief of that clan, whilst Thomson of that Ilk on the
Border is regarded as a remotely connected or indeterminate connection
of the MacTavishes.

CLANS, SEPTS, AND REGIMENTS OF THE SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS

List of Clan Septs and Dependents
{Areanged nnder fhe Clans with which they are Conmacted)

Clan Buchanan | Clan Buch n | Clan Campbell | Clan Camphell
—vcomtd. —contd, of Loudoun

Colman, - :

Donleavy. Masterson. L Hastings,

Donlevy. Murchie. Denue. |Loudoun.

i Harres,
Daove. ;I:;.;Lchwon. Harris. Clan Chatian
i Ruskin Haws. See names under
g“b?.rt 51"-[[“_1_- Hawaon. Mackintosh and
G;bﬂ;“ Spittel, MacConnechy. Macpherson.
Gilbertson, ‘Watson. hacConochic. Clan Colquhoun
Watt Macibbon, i

Harper. iz 3 Macglasrich Comwiin,
Harpersomn, Yuill. & 5 Kilpatrick.
1 i Yuille. Maclsaac. ¥ i

ennbe. : MacTver | Kirkpatrick.
Lenny. Vule, Fr— % |Macachounich,
facaldonich el |MacCowa:
s Clan Cameren |MacKellar, | e
::g:z?::m Chalmers. MacHKessock. |Clan Cumming
Bk vmdiag Clark. MacKissock. |Buchan.®
e Kennedy, MacLaws, leomine.
;!“'1“""”;1 {MacChlerich. MacLehose, Comyn,
ila&:'s“l:n = |MacChlery. AlacMichol, MacNiven.
Mm.ula e | MacGillonie, MacOran. Niven.
\Lﬁtaln::::t | Macildowie, MacOwen. Eusasll.
MacCammong, |MacKail. MaePhedean.
MacChraiter, | |Maclezie. MacPhun, Clan Davidson
;\Tal:.f In“t"' AlacMartin. MacTause, Dravie.
.\1:-:6‘; ‘;"‘*“L [MacOnie., MacTavish,? Diavis,
‘““da;':‘:_ Y | MacOurlic, HacT homas, Drvwsan,
¥ G.bw‘}" MacPhail. MacUre. Dow.
‘““':G!mc - MacSorley. Tawesson, Kay.
“femtiirs T‘; MacUlrie, Thomas. Macdade,

T Maevail, Thomason. Macdaid,

Wacinally. MacWalrick.  |Thompson.i MacDavid.
Macindeor. Martin OISO,
::M;‘nd?-e Paol, re. . O iy d
ackinlay. - rummaon
Mackinley. ?:Ty Clan Campbell (/. .
Machaster. - of Breadalbane Gruer.,
MacMaurice, Clan Campbell |MacDiarmid. Maccrouther.
MacMurchie, Bannatyne, MacDermid. Macgrewar,
MacMurchy. | Burns, Clan Campbell |Macgrowther.
Macnuyer. Burnes. of Cawdor Macgrader.
MacWattie. Hurnett. Caddell. Macgruther,
MacWhirter, Connochie, Calder, Mac Robbie,

1 MacTavish is reckeacd a clan itsel, and Thomson a sept thereol,
* Buchan is held a distinet and pre-Cumming Tribe.
5
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HENRY WHYTE— FIONN’

M. M.

By the death of Mr. Henry Whyte the small company of
Gaelic writers has lost one of its most active and capable
members. For a period of almost forty years his pen name
of Fionn has been familiar to all lovers of Gaelic literature
and music. His acquaintance with the literature, the
history, and the music of the Highlands was wide and
minute, while his own contributions to Gaelic literature in
prose and verse, though not extensive, possess real merit
and have won considerable popularity. One can still recall
the joy with which his early publications—the ¢ Celtic Lyre’
and the ¢ Celtic Garland "—were hailed by all lovers of Gaelic
song. The ‘ Celtic Lyre’ gave an impetus to the popular
study of Gaelic music which has not yet exhausted itself,
and helped to create a demand for similar publications which
i8 being very competently met, one is glad to note, by
devoted and accomplished workers in that field. Probably
no individual worker in recent times has contributed more
to diffuse a knowledge of and create a love for Gaelic music
than Fionn. Not alone by his books but even more by his
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Ford.xiii. 28, There was alfo a ftrong hold in Lochdown, on the borders of Car-
rick, where John Thomfon, a man of low birth, but approved valour,
commanded }. -

Freifartyiz¢.  In fuch circumftances, it became neceflary to provide a fafe place
‘of refuge for the young King and his confort. Malcolm Fleming

found

* Sce Appendix,

t Fordun, L. xiii. ¢. 28. fays, ¢ In craftino verQ juflit Rex Angliac omnes exanimari;
¢ multi tamen tam nobilium quam aliorum inoccifi refervantur.’ It is not probable
that Edward III. would have ordered all the prifoners taken at Halidon to be put to
death ; and it will be remarked, that Fordun has not mentioned the name of any per-
fon who fuffered in confequence of an erder-equally cruel and impolitic.

t ¢ Fortalicii de Louchdown, quod tunc Anglice vocabatur Pele, cuftos erat valens
¢ vernaculus, Johannes videlicét Thomae;® Fordun, L. xiii.c. 28. He was probably the
fame Fobn Thempfon who led home the broken remains of the Scots after thc battle of
Dundalk. See Annals, vol. ii. p. 81. 82.
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David Sellar, FSAScot, FRHistS

Lord Lyon King of Arms

"\
THE COURT OF THE LORD LYON,

H.M. NEW REGISTER HOUSE,

EDINBURGH, EHI1 3YT.
Tel: 0131-556 7255
Fax:0131-557 2148

Mr. T. Thompson,

1665 Rickman-Monterrey Hwy,

Rickman,

TN 38580,

United States of America. 30" July 2008

Dear Mr. Thompson,

I have received and read your letter of 8" July with some surprise. You write about
arguing a case before an unnamed adversary. [ can assure you that the views put forward in
my letters of 17" June and 18™ March are my own and were intended to provide guidance and
clarify the issue. They owe nothing to any MacTavish or MacTavish website. 1 have,
however, been familiar with the surname MacTavish and its traditional eponym since
researching my article on “The Earliest Campbells — Norman, Briton or Gael?” many years
ago. MacTavish, as you say, is an anglicisation (or anglicised pronunciation) of the Gacelic

Mac Tambhais, literally, ‘son of Thomas’. The surname ‘Thomson’ came to be used by some -
as a further anglicisation of the sumame ‘MacTamhais/MacTavish’, initially, it would seem, in

_Argyll - Buchanan of Auchmar is an early authority here. Some MacTavishes, then, may have
changed their name to Thomson; and some now called Thomson may descend from the famil
of MacTavish. But, of course, this does not mean that all who now call themselves Thomson
are_MacTavishes, or vice-versa. _ Clearly many, probably most, Thomsons arc not.
Incidentally Alastair Campbell, Unicom Pursuivant, is quite right to suggest that, strictly
speaking, ‘Clan Tavish’ is more accurate than ‘Clan MacTavish’; just as ‘Clan Donald’ is more
accurate than ‘Clan MacDonald’.

The point I was trying to make, and with which you apparently agree, is that there are
many apparently quite unrelated families of Thomson in Scotland. This presents a problem as
regards recognising the head of the surname. Also, it is not quite right to say that ‘Lyon has
stated that “Thomson of the IIk” is Henry Thomson, Lyon King of Arms, 1504-12’, if this
refers to me, without further explanation. The Workman Manuscript describes a Thomson coat
of arms as ‘Thomson of that 1lk’, the only place I believe, where such a designation occurs.
Some later hand has added ‘of Gourlabank’ to this. Stodart (Scottish Arms) in the 19" century
noted that these were the arms of ‘Henry Thomson, Lyon King of Arms, 1504-12; he held the
lands of Kellar, Farnyslaw, etc., in the barony of Dirleton ....", but added his opinion that ‘the
designation of that 1k is complimentary’, that is, I take it, intended to compliment or flatter
Henry Thomson. Ihave just noticed further that J.H. Stevenson (Heraldry in Scotland,1914) in
his list of holders of the Office of Lord Lyon at the end of his second volume (supplied by
Sir Francis Grant) designs Lyon Henry Thomson, 1496-1512, as ‘of Kellour’.

leaflets and website.

[ enclose an information leaflet on Petitions together with a note of current Lyon Court
fees. Arms are granted to individuals and to corporate bodies having a legal persona. They
cannot be granted to clans as such, although clan societies and associations may qualify. As a
relatively newly appointed Lyon I am currently reviewing the content of our information

I trust that this is of some assistance.

Yours sincerely,




David Sellar, FSAScor, FRHistS THE COURT OF THE LORD LYON
H.M.NEW RLGISTER HOUSE
EDINBURGH EHI 3YT

Tel O131-356 7258

Lord Lyon King of Arms

Fax 0131557 2148

Our Ref:  DS/BG 8 April 2008

Mr. T. Thompson,

1665 Rickman-Monterrey Hwy,
Rickman,

TN 38580,

United States of America.

Dear Mr. Thompson,

Thank you for your letter of 2* April. 1 note what you write and in particular the fact that
you are researching further references to the family of Thomson in Lothian and the Borders. |
think that the transition from MacTavish to Thomson has to be seen in the context of many similar
name changes in Argyll and other parts of the Highlands from a basically Gaclic sumame, however
spelt — and different spellings were legion in the past — to a more *polite’ and recognisably English
form: for example, from *MacNeacail’ to *Nicolson’ in Skye, at least on the record, the Gaclic form
of the name remaining unaflected in ordinary speech.

Yours sincerely,
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)).6#.1%1/ /(-(#B#.( ; ONLY one clan officially recognized by the Lord Lyon in
Scotland as representing those of the name Thomson or Thompson.
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