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Commentary  by Patrick L. Thompson, Seannachie to Chief Steven MacTavish of Dunardry 

 

The Commons of Argyll was compiled and written by Duncan C. MacTavish, M.A., and privately published in 

1935. 

 

THIS PDF OF THE COMMONS OF ARGYLL IS PRODUCED AS A FREE SERVICE FOR GENEALOGISTS 

AND RESEARCHERS. IT MAY NOT BE COPIED TO ANY OTHER MEDIA WHATSOEVER, EXCEPT 

FOR PERSONAL OR HISTORICAL RESEARCH, OR FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES, AND IT MAY 

NOT BE USED, OR SOLD, FOR PROFIT OR GAIN. 

 

The Commons of Argyll remains the intellectual property of MacTavish descendants. 

 

The Commons of Argyll was written and edited by Duncan C. MacTavish, M.A., in 1935 at 

Castleton Cottage, near Lochgilphead, Argyll, by Loch Fyne. His gleanings were taken from the 

available lists that remained extant in the Sheriff’s Court of Argyll.  This is an important and rare 

little book of historical facts for Argyllshire, but it was cheaply printed on acidic paper, with a 

grayish hardboard cover and green cloth back binding. The binding stitchery is only 9 thread 

holes. This little book of only 62 numbered pages was printed in 1935, and my personal copy 

used for this scan was fragile. The front cover seems to bear the print number [ 2 of 6 (2/6.) ] 

but it is not known for certain what these numbers designate. 

 

The List of Rebels, in particular, is certainly incomplete as the actual dispositions went missing 

for the 1685 rebellion (The Earl of Argyll’s part in the Monmouth Rebellion). 

 

Lowlanders in Argyll have their own list, separate from the native Highlanders. What is most 

interesting is that among the Lowlanders there are only three “Thomson” patronymics noted: 

Andrew Thomson on page 49, James Thomson on page 50, and William Thomsone on page 51. 

 

There may also be errors in who was enumerated as an actual rebel against the government 

during the 1685 rebellion, and also in the List of Gigha Men, and those men who forfeited 

property. The list of forfeitures is from the original records, however. The rebellion was an 

excellent opportunity to name persons with whom one had a vendetta, and to settle that score 

with allegations toward another. There probably are an abundance of missing persons due to 

the missing dispositions. 

 

The List of Fencible Men in 1692 follows the lists of Rebels and is probably quite accurate, except 

there are some localities or parishes not accounted for, so this list is also incomplete as to the 

actual names and numbers of men who were eligible to form a militia. 

Here follows The Commons of Argyll. 
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